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NSC ~ SAWHORSE ADVISORY #22 – February, 2017       

The management of NSC   is pleased to offer this SAWHORSE ADVISORY This is part of our 

continuing effort to ensure that our workforce remains as safe as humanly possible, both on and off the 

NSC worksite.   

Last month, was radon awareness month, please see the following blog posted by the National Safety 
Council: 

Odorless, Colorless – and Deadly 

 

Radon gas is a hazard you should find before it finds you. 

Becky Turpin is the Director of Home and Community for the National Safety Council. • 1/24/2017 
 

Blog – For decades, packs of cigarettes have had warning labels on them, such as "Cigarettes cause fatal lung disease." But what 

if the same language was stamped on your own front door? 

That's the danger radon gas can bring into a home. With Radon Awareness Month recognized in January, this is the perfect time 

to make sure this silent killer hasn't taken root around your family. 

Radon is a radioactive gas derived from the natural breakdown of uranium in soil, rock and water, and it seeps into homes and 

buildings in a variety of ways. Experts estimate between 15,000 and 22,000 people die each year in the United States from lung 
cancer caused by radon. 

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, which designated January as Radon Awareness Month, encourages testing for radon 

this month in homes, schools, business and other buildings. The EPA projects one of every 15 homes in the nation has elevated 

levels of radon, putting occupants at risk of lung cancer. In some homes, one doctor has remarked, the radon level can be so high 
that living there is the equivalent of smoking one to two packs of cigarettes a day. 

Fortunately, there are ways to determine the level of radon in a building and to mitigate the radon, substantially reducing the 
danger to occupants. 

The EPA offers information on radon test kits (available at home improvement or hardware stores) and on accredited contractors 

that can take measurements of radon levels. The agency also offers information on how radon can be managed by venting it out 
of a home or building, sealing cracks in floors and walls, or increasing ventilation. 

I have some first-hand experience in such repairs, but they weren't to protect my own family. When I bought my first home, the 

radon level was either not found to be high or was not tested at all in our inspection. But when we tried to sell our house three 

years later, that inspection found the radon level to be elevated. We had to pay for abatement – and I had to live with the fact that 
my family had been living with poison in our home potentially for three years. 

I hope you won't let your own family go through what mine did. By taking the time today to determine the level of radon in your 

home or business, you can prevent yourself, a colleague, a loved one or even a stranger from facing exposure to this cancer-
causing poison. 

http://www.nsc.org/safety-first/Lists/Posts/Post.aspx?ID=119
http://www.nsc.org/safety-first/Lists/Posts/Post.aspx?ID=119
https://www.epa.gov/radon/national-radon-awareness-month-event-planning-kit
http://www.nsc.org/learn/safety-knowledge/Pages/Radon%20Poisoning%20Prevention.aspx
https://nepis.epa.gov/Exe/ZyNET.exe/10004BNT.txt?ZyActionD=ZyDocument&Client=EPA&Index=2000%20Thru%202005&Docs=&Query=&Time=&EndTime=&SearchMethod=1&TocRestrict=n&Toc=&TocEntry=&QField=&QFieldYear=&QFieldMonth=&QFieldDay=&UseQField=&IntQFieldOp=0&ExtQFieldOp=0&XmlQuery=&File=D:%5cZYFILES%5cINDEX%20DATA%5c00THRU05%5cTXT%5c00000005%5c10004BNT.txt&User=ANONYMOUS&Password=anonymous&SortMethod=h%7c-&MaximumDocuments=1&FuzzyDegree=0&ImageQuality=r75g8/r75g8/x150y150g16/i425&Display=p%7cf&DefSeekPage=x&SearchBack=ZyActionL&Back=ZyActionS&BackDesc=Results%20page&MaximumPages=1&ZyEntry=4
http://www.good4utah.com/news/local-utah-state-news-/radon-causes-100-lung-cancer-deaths-in-utah-every-year/163120534
https://www.epa.gov/radon/find-radon-test-kit-or-measurement-and-mitigation-professional

